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Madison Area Technical 

College

• Main campus located in Madison Wisconsin

– Three metro campuses

– Four regional campuses

• Nearly 40,000 degree and continuing education students

• PeopleSoft Version 9.0 Bundle 46
– Upgrading to 9.2 early 2018

• PeopleTools 8.53

• Using HighPoint for mobile



Summarizing Our Curriculum…

• How do we give prospective students an at-a-

glance view of program curriculum?

• How do we give our continuing students an at-a 

glance view of progress toward degree 

completion?



Where we started…the PDF 

Curriculum Sheets….

• The PDF Curriculum Sheets gave 

students an at-a-glance look at a 

program’s curriculum.

• Students used them to check off 

program requirements as they 

progressed through their program

• Didn’t update with program 

requirements

• Could not continue to be supported 

on our new website



The Academic Program 

Guide…
• Custom page with heading and description fields we use to 

customize how curriculum appears on the web for students…

• Draws information from the Course Catalog…



A New Tool for Prospective Students

• The Curriculum Tab on the 

program page gives 

students an at-a-glance 

view of program 

curriculum…



Interactive…

• Courses listed in the curriculum 

link directly to the HighPoint 

Course Details page where 

students can view the course 

description and available class 

sections…



Effective Date aligns 

with program’s effective 

date in Academic 

Advisement

Status field allows us 

to hide the program 

from the website if 

necessary

Website Publish Date 

allows us to set a future 

date for display on the 

web

Setup…

Career Interests are entered and drive keyword searches on 

the web…



The Academic Plan field 

draws directly from the Plan 

Table
Plan Name Override Field

Management of 

multiple plans for 

a single program

URL for the Drupal 

Workbench Plan Description field – used for 

disclaimer language common to 

all programs on the web

Setup…





Storage of CIP and SOC Code 

Information



Storage of Program Cost 

Information



What About our Current Students??

• Need to steer current students toward using their 

Degree Progress Report…

• Need to create an accurate tool students can print 

off and hold onto…



The Tool for Current Students

Degree Progress Summary

• At-a-glance view of progress toward degree 

completion

• Abbreviated – these are intended to be one-page, 

brief curriculum checklists for students

• Reflect actual program curriculum – NOT what the 

student has taken (…think PDF curriculum sheets but

specific to requirement term!)



Specific to 

Requirement Term

Displays 

Percent 

Complete

Shows completion 

status of each 

course – Taken, 

Enrolled, or Note 

Taken

The Tool for Current Students



Customization…

• Derived from a custom view that pulls directly from 

the ADB tables



One Size Doesn’t Fit All…

• Liberal Arts Transfer – high volume of courses – too 

numerous to list in a summary

• Petition – “Pre-program” period when students work 

on admission requirements for acceptance into 

their program

– Admission and pre-program requirements 

tracked in academic advisement



Liberal Arts Transfer…



Petition…



• Degree Progress Summary used as a base for our 

new petition workflow….

Petition…



Pathway Programs

• Giving our students a visual of their progression 

through a pathway program

• Pathway programs – a program with one or more 

smaller programs embedded within it

• Large increase of embedded credentials over the 

past year



Parent Program The overarching program 
that has one or more 
credentials embedded 
within it

• A program must go 
through an approval 
process with the 
WTCS to have 
recognized 
embedded 
credentials

Embedded Technical 
Diploma

A technical diploma that is 
recognized by WTCS as a 
credential that is 
embedded within another 
program

• Aid Codes 30, 31, 
and 32

• Courses can be 
contained anywhere 
in the parent 
program

Pathway Certificate A WTCS recognized 
embedded credential.

• Aid Code 61
• Courses must be 

within the first two 
semesters of the 
parent program 

Terminology



Pathway Program



How Do Students Get There??



Thank you!

• Rachelle Scalzo – Institutional 

Effectiveness Coordinator

– rscalzo@madisoncollege.edu
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