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University of Wisconsin System 
Background & Current Status



The UW System is one of the 
largest systems of public higher 
education in the country.

 Approximately 180,000 
students

 39,000 faculty and staff
 13 four-year universities
 13 freshman-sophomore UW 

Colleges campuses
 Statewide UW-Extension 



University or Wisconsin OBIEE



Tips & Tricks
RPD Development Tasks



Remove any field that won’t 
be used. Could possibly be:
 IDs (if you are just using 

descrs)
 Duplicates
 Surrogate and foreign keys

Presentation Layer

Organize the presentation 
columns:
 Child presentation tables
 Commonly used tables



Method 1 – initial pass
 Import Metadata and run Repository Documentation Utility

and provide the results to report developers to mark up

Method 2 – to finalize if method 1 is not sufficient
 Do it real time in the RPD with report developers in the room

Renaming Process



Tips & Tricks
Reports & Dashboards



Use Templates from Dashboard Catalog
 Re-usable content speeds up development
 Ensures consistent formatting
 Helps to move pages to subpages and vice versa



 Use: 2 views in 1 analysis

 Don’t Use: 1 view each in 2 analyses

Create matrix in excel to identify area for consolidation

Minimize the amount of Catalog objects
- when presenting a table and graph together:



Create common prompts and filters



 Prompt before Opening
 Simple
 Helps performance

 Use variables and conditions to hide the analysis before selecting prompts
 Put a Condition on the dashboard section
 Filter on presentation variables rather than “is prompted”

 Neither
 Use session variables and default members where necessary
 If performance is a problem, use one of the above

Options: Hiding Content



Use an Action Link as the primary 
interaction on tables to drill to the 
detail

Filters:
 Must be exactly the same 

between analyses
 Fields from table must be “is 

prompted”

Drill through



 This helps end users know 
what was exported

 Make every Analysis on 
the dashboard a 
compound view

 You can make multiple 
compound views

Use Filter Views



Other Tips



 Speeds up any formatting

Copy and paste formatting



Open Catalog Manager
(it comes with the RPD 
admin tool download)

https://docs.oracle.com
/cd/E23943_01/bi.1111/e
10541/prescatadmin.htm
#BIESG339)

Mass Changes in the Catalog using XML



How to:

1. Open the RPD, and Save As 
MDS XML Documents

2. Search for .xml files in the 
saved folder, and select all 
using CTRL-A. Drag all files into 
notepad++

3. Find and Replace All using 
CTRL + H, and save all

4. Open the RPD again using MDS 
XML

Mass Changes in the RPD using XML



Hide Titles or Notes on a Dashboard



 Search Default Programs from the Start Menu....
 Click Associate a file type or protocol with a program.
 Double click .rpd and browse for the path for the admintool.cmd

 Path for the admin tool on my comp (may be different on 
depending on install location): 
C:\ProgramData\Microsoft\Windows\Start 
Menu\Programs\Oracle Business Intelligence 
Client\biclient_home1

 If you don’t find it there, just right click on the admin tool from how 
you normally find it, and select Copy UNC path

Double click to open the RPD



…and much more… 
Use what works for you.



Design Considerations



Drive BI Adoption
 Data consumers are used to data, not 

information
 Example report is hundreds of pages of data!



Introduce BI (as well as data)
 Users can filter or extract data (as normal)
 But starts users on a path to adopting BI



Make BI Easy to Use





Leads to Enterprise Systems 
Dashboard



Leads to a subject specific 
Dashboard



Leads to Analyses



Sections:
1. About: An overview of the information available 

on the page. Be sure to explain parts that may 
be confusing

2. Directions: How to run and interact with the 
dashboard page (prompts, action links, etc.)

3. Legacy Mapping: The BQY to OBIEE mapping 
and model documentation

How to:
1. Create a word document for the notes sub 

page
2. Save the word doc as "Web Page, Filtered"
3. Open the document in an internet browser
4. Right click and view page source (Ctrl + U)
5. Copy and Paste Page source into the notes

Notes page



Site Map



Minimize Reporting Footprint
 Create General purpose reports
 Use filters (ideally scoped to a dashboard with 

pages) to combine reports 
 Use column filtering based on user roles to hide 

columns dependent on a user’s function



Column Filtering

Columns hidden 
depending on 
Security Role



QUESTIONS?
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